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REDcert (German version; EU-RED version not public yet) 

Feedstock and end-use covered: Biomass for bioenergy 

Geographical scope:  EU and neighbouring countries 

(Based on 31 
January 2012) 

Level of assurance:  

General 
information 

• Fully operational since: 20 July 2010 

• EC recognized: In procedure  

• National approvals: Germany, and accepted in The Netherlands  from 1 July 2011 to 
1 July 2012 

• Principles: Designed to fulfil the criteria of the German Biomass Sustainability 
Ordinances, and not ask for more. The future EU version will be based on the RED 
criteria, but will also include social criteria as well as GAP criteria (good agriculture 
practice). The REDcert (EU version) will thus go beyond the minimum RED 
requirements. 

• Type of organization: REDcert GmbH is a company founded by leading associations 
and organizations in the German agricultural and biofuel sector. The company does 
not aim to operate for profits but to cover operation costs only. 

• Adherence: None 

• Current number of certificates: 916 (valid as of 1 January 2012), 1022 contracts 
between operator and REDcert (which is the first step towards certification), of which 
132 outside Germany. Approximately 2350 sites are REDcert covered 

Auditing 
requirements 
(working 
methods for 
auditors) 

Requirements planning audits (planning, conducting audits, reporting):

No guidance is given on audit planning. For the conducting of audits, checklists are 
available [10] and [11]. 

After the inspection, the inspector creates an inspection report using the report forms 
provided by REDcert that are part of the checklists specific for each process step. This 
must be countersigned by the person responsible in the operations undergoing the 
inspection. If no non-conformities were found, copies of the inspection report are to be 
provided no later than 2 weeks after the on-site inspection to REDcert [6].  

Inspections of farms have to be announced at least 1 week in advance [6].  

Auditor assessment procedure before entering a scheme (risk analysis):

No formal procedure outlined in the REDcert documentation. 

Sampling requirements:

The Federal Agency for Agriculture and Food (Bundesanstalt für Landwirtschaft und 
Ernährung – BLE) has unambiguously stated that the random inspections of the farms 
and operating sites (warehouses) of distributors must be conducted on site [3]. Also, in
the case of multiple sites under the same certificate, the mass balance has to be 
operated at site-level. 

As part of the certification of interfaces defined as first gathering points, the certification 
body inspects at least 5% (3% for Cross Compliance farms) of the farms that supply it 
once a year for compliance with the requirements of sustainable agricultural 
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management [6]. 

Pure warehouses or silos that only physically accept and weigh the biomass and keep 
records of incoming and outgoing biomass but do not invoice the biomass producer or 
buyer are thus not interfaces requiring certification, i.e. they do not have their own 
certificate that needs to be renewed through annual inspections. However, these 
warehouses or silos are subject to random inspections as part of certification of the first 
gathering point. The scope of the random inspection is at least 5% of the total of the 
operations and operating sites used purely as warehouses or silos [6]. 

In determining the number of operations to be inspected, the decimal results are always 
to be rounded up to the next higher whole number [6]. 

Self-declaration:

Self-declaration by farmers is mandatory under REDcert. The farmer has to provide 
information in three areas [3]: 

1. The biomass may not originate from what are called "protected areas". The cut-off 
date is 1 January 2008.  

2. The farmer confirms that he is subject to the cross compliance inspection system as a 
recipient of direct payments in the self-declaration.  

3. The farmer has to provide information about the greenhouse gas emissions whereby 
default values are generally used here. 

The farmer's self-declaration should be provided prior to delivery of the goods. The 
farmer can provide the self-declaration to the agricultural trader once a year. REDcert 
recommends using the self-declaration provided by the certification system. Similar 
declarations or obligations in supply contracts or in the terms and conditions of supply 
should not, however, be signed by the recipient without being reviewed. This could 
potentially have contractual consequences beyond the self-declaration. In particular, the 
farmer should make sure that the respective wording does not contain any guarantees 
or assurances that could constitute liability risks regardless of culpability. 

Stakeholder consultation:

Not applicable. 

Auditing frequency:

A certificate is valid for one year from the date of issue. One exception is certificates for 
small and very small operations. The certificate for a very small operation is valid for 
five years from the date of issue and three years for a small operation [3]. 

The certification body conducts an inspection no later than six months after the first 
certificate has been issued (monitoring inspection) and otherwise, once a year, to 
validate that the operations continue to fulfil the requirements for issuance of a 
certificate [6]. 

Maintenance of certificate:

Six months after the initial audit, either a monitoring audit takes place, six months after 
that an annual re-certification cycle starts, or an operator can choose to perform a re-
certification after 6 months, starting an annual cycle [6]. 

Requirements on missing information during audit:

Suppliers in the REDcert system also have to report inconsistencies in the 
documentation of the upstream operations or operating sites immediately vis-à-vis the 
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REDcert certification system and the contracted certification body [8]. 

Handling major and minor non-compliances:

The most critical REDcert requirements are called Knock Out (KO) criteria. Because not 
satisfying a defined KO criterion puts the integrity of the system at risk, a certificate 
cannot be issued following a KO evaluation. In this case, a new inspection must be 
performed [6]. 

Other requirements are evaluated as follows [6]: 

Evaluation  Declaration  Score  
A Complete compliance  20 points  
B Almost complete 

compliance  
15 points  

C System requirements 
only partially fulfilled  

5 points  

D System requirements not 
fulfilled  

0 points  

N/A  System requirements not 
applicable  
(requirements evaluated 
with N/A must be 
explained in the 
inspection report), not all 
criteria can be evaluated 
with N/A  

0 points  

• No non-conformities (100%): No problems were found, the REDcert requirements 
are fully satisfied, and Certificate can be issued. 

• Minor non-conformities (75 – 99%): The system requirements are not fully satisfied 
but the discrepancies found do not put the system integrity at risk. The corrective 
measures agreed with the certification body must be implemented by the dates 
specified.  Certificate can be issued once the inspector responsible has accepted the 
corrective measures proposed by the operations and the deadlines for their 
implementation. 

• Major non-conformities (< 75% and/or KO evaluation/s): Significant problems were 
found in the fulfilment of the REDcert system requirements. System integrity is not 
assured, No certificate. The problems found are tracked and sanctions introduced in 
accordance with the REDcert sanction system. If major non-conformities are found, 
the neutral certification body is required: 

o to inform REDcert and the competent authority (BLE) within 24h (i.e. to 
send the inspection report electronically to REDcert and the BLE) 

o to agree to corrective measures with the system participant and 

o to define an appropriate timeframe or a deadline by which the operations 
have to verify implementation of the corrective measures – usually 
through another on-site inspection (follow-up inspection) [6] 

Communication of non-compliances or fraud:

REDcert has a sanction committee that may impose reprimands, warnings without 
penalty and warnings with penalty. Sanctions have to be communicated to BLE and the 
highest level of infracting can result in the revocation of the certificate [7]. 

Dispute resolution / complaints regulation:
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No formal procedure. 

Limited assurance level

Not mentioned in REDcert documentation 

Guidance for auditors:

Comprehensive checklists are available for all items evaluated during an inspection of 
the process step agriculture [10] and for the inspection of interfaces, warehouses and 
suppliers [11]. 

Quality 
requirements 
auditors 

Rules included on quality requirements auditors:

The certification bodies have the respective equipment and infrastructure to review 
compliance with the requirements of the Sustainability Ordinances for all participants in 
the value chain. The certification bodies have sufficient qualified staff. 

To ensure that the principle of peer review is upheld (separation of evaluation and 
certification), the certification body employs at least two natural persons. This means 
that the decision to certify is not made by the same person who performed the 
inspection. The certification body also appoints a person who has in-depth system 
knowledge and is responsible for communication with REDcert. 

The certification bodies must have an effective process in place for handling complaints 
and claims. This process is part of the QM system of the respective certification body 
and guarantees the fastest possible response if there are complaints and claims and the 
introduction, if necessary, of corrective measures [6]. 

Skills

• Knowledge of handling data sources 

• Soil knowledge 

• Biological and ecological knowledge 

• Knowledge of GHG balancing 

• Inspection technique, communication skills, extensive knowledge of the legal 
requirements in the relevant area and of the REDcert system requirements 

• Training (e.g. in accordance with EN ISO 19011) Duration: at least 3 days 
Professional experience 

• At least 5 years of professional experience in the area to be inspected in a 
respective position 

• At least 5 inspections in the last 2 years in the inspected area (ISO 9001, GMP, 
QS) [6] 

Level of independency / third party verification:

Evaluations and decisions may not be affected by personal relationships, financial 
incentives or other types of influences. The certification bodies and the inspectors are 
independent of the interfaces, operations and suppliers and free of all conflicts of 
interest and can furnish proof of this [6]. 

Requirements included in conformity with standards or norms:

All recognised certification bodies satisfy the requirements of EN 45011 or the ISO 
Guide 65:1996 and conduct their inspections in accordance with the requirements of 
ISO 19011. Conformity evaluations are carried out in line with the specifications of the 
ISO/ICE Guide 60 [6]. 
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Approved certification bodies: 
http://www.redcert.org/images/pdf/liste%20zertifizierungsstellen_25.01.12_dd.pdf

Control of the 
auditors 

Control of certification bodies:

The certification body submits an application for registration. REDcert decides whether 
to approve or reject the application within 4 weeks and informs the applicant of the 
decision in writing. The CB is recognised by REDcert by concluding a written, legally 
binding contract created by REDcert. The certification body is only authorised to perform 
inspections and issue certificates under the REDcert certification system once the signed 
contract has been received. Approval becomes invalid if the certification body does not 
take up its activities within one year after becoming approved by the competent 
authority or no longer performs these activities for one year since taking up its duties. 
[6]. 

There is no formal procedure for CB or individual auditor evaluation. 

Requirement of accreditation or recognition of auditors by:

The certification bodies have to be approved by the competent authority on the basis of 
the Sustainability Ordinances in their current version. The certification body furnishes 
evidence of this approval to REDcert without being asked prior to conducting the first 
inspections under the REDcert certification system. Any changes are to be reported to 
REDcert immediately. Approved certification bodies may not sub-contract conformity 
evaluations to a body not recognised by the competent authority [6]. 

Chain of custody (CoC):  

Description CoC

Chain coverage:

The REDcert CoC starts at the Primary Distributer, which is thus the first certified unit in 
the CoC. Primary distributors are operations that receive the harvested biomass from 
the operations that cultivate and harvest such biomass for the purpose of further 
processing. Primary distributors are thus generally dealers, agricultural cooperatives or 
oil mills that obtain biomass from a number of different farms [2]. In the first gathering 
step, a distinction is made between first gathering points requiring certification as 
defined by the Sustainability Ordinances and pure warehouses or silos. According to the 
legal requirements and the legal opinion of the BLE, first gathering points are interfaces 
requiring certification. The definition of the "first gathering point" does not just apply to 
operations that either physically accept biomass or record it in their accounting system 
for the purpose of resale, the definition also applies if a dealer is the owner of the 
biomass and conducts financial transactions with the producer but is not in direct 
possession of the goods, only indirect possession. Pure warehouses or silos that only 
physically accept and weigh the biomass and keep records of incoming and outgoing 
biomass but do not invoice the biomass producer or buyer are thus not interfaces 
requiring certification. [6]  

Suppliers before the final interface are operations that actually deliver the biomass to 
the next recipient after cultivation by the farm up to the final interface [8]. 

Final interfaces are operations in the production chain where no further processing step 
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generally follows, i.e. no other interface is downstream such as, e.g. [4]: 

• oil mills in the case of vegetable oil 

• esterification facilities in the case of biodiesel 

• hydrogenation plants or co-hydrogenation plants in the case of hydrogenated 
vegetable or animal oils 

• bioethanol production facilities in the case of bioethanol (except when the biomass is 
further processed to ETBE as the final interface) 

• biogas facilities in the case of biogas for biofuels 

Sustainability certificates are only issued by the final interfaces in the value chain. A 
sustainability certificate is necessary to be eligible for a tax reduction [4]. 

Suppliers after the final interface are the operations that actually supply the liquid 
biomass or fuel to the next recipient after production by the final interface up to the 
plant operator or those required to provide proof that they satisfy the requirements [8], 
and is as such the last certified unit in the CoC. 

Traceability methods included:

REDcert relies on the mass balance method. 

Possibility of less stringent requirements:

Residues:  

There is not currently a final list with the respective products. Products that have a six-
digit waste code in the German waste index are classified as waste [3]. 

Smallholders:  

• Small operations: ≤ 500 t solid biomass or equivalent liquid biomass requires re-
certification every 3 years instead of annually. 

• Very small operation: ≤ 250 t solid biomass or equivalent liquid biomass requires re-
certification every 5 years instead of annually. 

No further special circumstances for small and very small operations [12]. 

Criteria for multi-site certification that are production units: 

Not allowed under REDcert. 

Recognition by other standards:

As REDcert is only recognized for Germany, it follows the German requirement that it 
accepts the other standards that have been recognized by the BLE. No mention of other 
standards in the REDcert documentation. 

Recognition of other standards:

As REDcert is only recognized for Germany, it follows the German requirement that it is 
accepted by the other standards that have been recognized by the BLE. No mention of 
other standards in the REDcert documentation. 

Information 
handling 

Requirements system on the document management system:

The verification systems used for mass balancing (e.g. resource, inventory and stock 
level management systems) have to ensure that they are suitable for clearly delineating 
the permissible reporting periods – daily, weekly, monthly (up to 3 months) – and 
reflecting the physical flow of goods. Accounting systems do not always reflect the 
actual, physical flow of goods in relation to the "posting date" needed for balancing [1]. 
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Retain data evidence (in number of years)

Certification bodies have to keep the results of inspections and copies of all certificates 
that they issue under the REDcert certification system for at least 10 years [6].  

Specification time frame mass balance for operating

The obtained quantities of sustainable biomass have to be balanced daily, monthly or 
quarterly. The balance period may generally not exceed three months. For a balance up 
to and including 30 June 2011, the balance period may not exceed 12 months by way of 
exception. After this cut-off date, the balance period of a maximum of 3 months applies 
exclusively [3]. 

Prevention double claiming or counting

Not specifically mentioned in the REDcert documentation. 

Quality requirements (information system)

Suppliers of biofuels document the receipt and forwarding of the biofuels including the 
information in the sustainability certificate as well as the location and date on which 
they forwarded this biofuel in an electronic database and the mass balance system of all 
suppliers is subject to regular checks by the chief customs offices. Within the framework 
of the REDcert certification system, the web application nabisy, provided by the BLE, 
replaces the internal mass balance system for the suppliers after the final interface. This 
application documents the receipt and forwarding of liquid biomass and/or biofuel in the 
nabisy electronic database operated by the BLE [9]. 

Handling of certificates (or proof of sustainability) throughout the chain

Comprehensive lists of which information should be acquired from the certification unit 
upstream, what information should be managed within the company and what 
information should be passed on down the supply chain have been formulated for all 
certification units in the supply chain: Primary distributors [2], Suppliers [3] and Final 
interfaces [5]. 

Information requirements for stakeholders in the value chain

See previous topic. 

Costs:  

Direct costs of 
system 

Cost of membership

Annual fee: 

• 150€ if<250 ton biomass or equivalent in liquid biomass 

• 200€ if<500 ton biomass or equivalent in liquid biomass 

• 150€ if>500 ton biomass or equivalent in liquid biomass 

Additional to the annual fee, a scaled fee based on the number of registered sites: 

• Per site 50,00 € For the 1st-3rd site  

• Per site 45,00 € For the 4th-10th site  

• Per site 40,00 € For the 11th-20th site  

• Per site 35,00 € For the 21st-50th site  

• Per site 30,00 € For the 51st-100th site  
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• Per site 25,00 € after 101st site 

Other costs

Additional to the costs above, a quantity based fee, per ton sold: 

€0.0350 Vegetable oil / FAME  

€0.0270 Ethanol  

€0.0500 Biomethane  

€0.0175 Oil Seed 

€0.0162 Wheat 

€0.0047 Sugar beets 

€0.0031 Substrate for biomethane 

References: 

1. REDcert System principles, Version 01, 14 May 2010 

2. REDcert System principles for the process step Primary distributor, Version 02, 14 January 2011 

3. REDcert FAQ about the REDcert system and the Sustainability Ordinances,  14 January 2011 

4. REDcert System principles for the final interface Version: 02,  14 January 2011 

5. REDcert System principles for GHG calculation Version: 02,  14 January 2011 

6. REDcert Requirements for neutral inspections Version: 05,  30 September 2011 

7. REDcert Sanction system, Version 1, 14 May 2010 

8. REDcert System principles for the process step Supplier, Version 02,  14 January 2011 

9. REDcert System principles for mass balancing, Version 3, 10 January 2012 

10. REDcert Checklist for the inspection of the process step Agriculture, Version 03, 30 September 2011 

11. REDcert Checklist for the inspection of interfaces, warehouses and suppliers, Version 02, 14 January 
2011 

12. REDcert Regulation for small and very small operations in the REDcert system 06 October 2010 

13. REDcert Fee schedule for  system participants, Valid as of 01.07.2011 



Factsheet REDcert | March 2012 

 

Page 13 of 13 


